To:     Renée Miller (miller@cs.toronto.edu), Computer Research Association, CRA-W   Distinguished Lecture Series and Graduate School Recruiting Panels

From:  Sheila M. Humphreys, Ph.D., 643-1974 (510)

EECS Director of Diversity

On behalf of the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences, University of California at Berkeley, I am pleased to submit to CRA a request to be considered for the CRA-W Distinguished Visiting Lecturer and Graduate School Recruiting Panel for Fall Semester 2005. Professors Ruzena Bajcsy, Susan Graham, and Kathy Yelick are the 3 women faculty in CS, out of 42.5 FTE. EECS is a large department (875 EECS undergraduates in Spring 2005 and 524 graduate students (238 in CS).  At the graduate level, 15% of graduate students are women. There is much potential to increase the number of young women and underrepresented students applying to graduate school in computer science. There are approximately 150 undergraduate women in the EECS Department as of Spring 2005, (15.4%) and an additional 40-50 in the Letters and Science Computer Science Program (approximately 25%).

We are proactively committed to educate women and minority undergraduates about a variety of graduate school options, as well as providing the information students need to compile a competitive application which reflects their potential and accomplishments. The CRA Distinguished Lecture Program forwards this goal significantly by bringing to our students outstanding role models. In 2001, EECS was fortunate to host Professor Tandy Warnow and Dr. Girija Narlikar, Bell Laboratories, under the CRA Program. We propose a similar format the lectures if selected: an evening panel discussion preceded by dinner, open to all students; a research lecture at the Wednesday afternoon Departmental Colloquium, and a lunch meeting for our women students, co-hosted by the EECS Department and the women students through AUWICSEE, the Association of Undergraduate Women in Computer Science and Engineering, and our NSBE and HES chapters. The EECS Diversity Program and Student Affairs Office promise effective publicity, using our various student electronic mail aliases, our College of Engineering newsletter, our Departmental and COE websites that are continuously updated, and attractive paper flyers. These methods have succeeded in attracting substantial audiences in the past.  Students at Mills College, Vista Community College, Laney Community College, San Francisco State University, Stanford and Cal State Hayward will be invited. We are in contact with faculty at each of these institutions. We will also schedule individual appointments for students with CRA guests as their schedules permit.

We will be pleased to schedule meeting rooms, provide food at each event, and all handle arrangements, such as housing in the Women’s Faculty Club. The dates selected should not conflict with the Tapia Celebration of Diversity in Computing (October 21-22) or the NCWIT Meeting at CMU, November 17-19. Dr. Sheila Humphreys (humphrys@eecs.berkeley.edu) will be the site contact, in close cooperation with CS Professor Katherine Yelick (yelick@cs.berkeley.edu), CS Professor Ruzena Bajcsy (bajcsy@cs.berkeley.edu), and Ms. Mary Byrnes (mkbyrnes@eecs.berkeley.edu), providing strong administrative support for CRA.

