To: 
CRA-W Distinguished Lecture Series Coordinators
From: 
Andrea Grimes


Computer Science student on behalf of the

College of Computer & Information Science, Northeastern University

Proposal to host a CRA-W Distinguished Lecture Series at Northeastern University, Boston Massachusetts, Spring 2005

The College of Computer and Information Science at Northeastern University, Boston, MA, proposes to host a CRA-W Distinguished Lecture Series in Spring 2005.  Members of our faculty have been involved with CRA-W sponsored activities in the past (for example Professors Harriet Fell and Agnes Chan have participated in the Distributed Mentor Program) and we are eager to participate in this year’s Distinguished Lecture Series.  The Dean of our college has enthusiastically agreed to provide meeting facilities, host the luncheon and dinner portions of the Distinguished Lecture event and to integrate the event into our College’s colloquia series.  We will reserve the Raytheon Amphitheatre in our Egan Technology Transfer Center which can accommodate up to 120 people; this meeting space will be used for the distinguished lecturer’s presentation, the panel discussion, the luncheon, and the dinner. We have already begun contacting other universities in the Boston area, inviting them to participate if the Northeastern program is funded.  In order to facilitate the participation of individuals from throughout New England, we will provide online registration for the Distinguished Lecture event.  To thoughtfully and thoroughly plan for such an event, we propose that our college serve as host during the Spring semester.

Northeastern University: Background and Information. 

Northeastern University is located in the heart of Boston, MA, a city which is home to more than 40 universities and colleges including Wellesley College, Boston University, and M.I.T.  The university is conveniently located approximately 20 minutes away from Logan International Airport, within a short drive of the Massachusetts Turnpike, and  easily accessible via public transportation.  There are numerous options for hotel accommodations in Northeastern’s immediate vicinity, many of which are within walking distance.  As Northeastern is situated in the midst of some of the finest academic institutions in the world, it is an ideal place to host a Distinguished Lecture Series event.  Such an event would attract participants from throughout Boston and the surrounding New England area, making its impact to the community widespread.  
Our university has been actively increasing its focus on undergraduate research, a key component in a student’s preparation for graduate study.  A Distinguished Lecture Series event would fit perfectly with the University’s commitment to continuing and strengthening its research activities.  Today, this commitment to research includes minority and female outreach programs in science and technology, including the NSF-funded LSAMP (Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation) program which provides funding and mentoring for minority undergraduate research projects.  Additionally, the University sponsors a student research expo each year in which undergraduates are able to showcase their work with members of the university community.  The University also makes a commitment to strengthening the pathways for women and girls to pursue careers in engineering and science through such programs as the NSF-sponsored Connections, in which faculty, Boston-area Girl Scout leaders, teachers and working professionals in science and engineering fields mentor and work with middle and high schools girls and undergraduate women.
The College of Computer & Information Science.  

Northeastern's  College of Computer & Information Science (CCIS) opened the doors of its new building this Fall, which houses various conference rooms, classrooms, and other meeting areas.  This new building is home to a distinguished faculty, many of whom are funded through sizeable research grants in areas ranging from programming languages to wireless networks.  There are a variety of opportunities for undergraduate research in our college, and students have completed projects in fields such as bioinformatics, human-computer interaction, and aspect-oriented programming.  Additionally, Northeastern students have the opportunity to gain full-time research experience through the University’s work-integrated model of learning called Cooperative Education.  CCIS is home to a very active student chapter of ACM, which has received both Outstanding Chapter Activities and Outstanding Chapter Website awards from the National ACM.  Each year the ACM chapter hosts successful events which draw participants from the college and Boston community, including one notable talk given by Associate Dean of the Graduate School, Agnes Chan, on the benefits of entering graduate school.
CCIS Degree Programs and Enrollment.  

The College of Computer & Information Science offers numerous degree programs to accommodate the varied interests of our student body.  These degrees include:

· B.S. in Computer Science

· B.A. in Computer Science

· B.S. in Information Science

· B.S. Dual Major in Computer Science & Information Science

· B.S. Dual Major in Computer Science & Cognitive Psychology

· B.S. Dual Major in Computer Science & Mathematics

· B.S. Dual Major in Computer Science & Physics

· M.S. in Computer Science

· M.S. in Information Assurance

· Ph.D. in Computer Science

The 2003-04 undergraduate enrollment in the College of Computer & Information Science was 635, with 12% of those students being women.  The graduate student enrollment for that year was 161 and women made up 24% of that total.  There are 24 faculty members in our college, with women comprising 21% of this number.  
College of Engineering Degree Programs and Enrollment.

The College of Engineering at Northeastern offers the following degrees in computing-related disciplines:

· B.S. in Computer Engineering

· M.S. in Electrical Engineering

· M.S. in Information Systems

· M.S. in Telecommunication Systems Management

· Ph.D. in Computer Systems Engineering

· Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering
Professor Sara J. Wadia-Fascetti, who was awarded a 2002 Society of Engineering Education National Award for her leadership in the recruitment and retention of women in engineering, is an example of the College of Engineering’s dedication to the advancement of women in technical disciplines.  During the 2003-2004 school year, there were 1599 undergraduate students enrolled in the College of Engineering, 17% of which were females.  The full-time graduate student enrollment was 506 with females comprising 26% of this total, while the part-time graduate student enrollment was 306 and included a 12% female constituent.  Finally, women make up 12% of the College of Engineering’s faculty.
Advertising to interested parties.
There are numerous means of advertising within Northeastern University.  A few examples are the undergraduate and graduate student mailing lists maintained by the College of Computer & Information Science and the University-provided websites for announcing events.  In addition to CCIS students, NU College of Engineering students will be specifically invited to attend this event.. 
Outside of Northeastern, many local area and university groups will be interested in participating in this event.  We have already contacted over 40 local universities and women’s organizations. Computer Science professors in the area who have responded indicating their interest include MacArthur Fellow and M.I.T. Professor Daniela Rus, Professor Karina Assiter at Wentworth Institute of Technology, Professor Jennifer M. Stephan at Wellesley College, and Boston College Professor and faculty coordinator of the Boston College Women in Computer Science group, Elizabeth Borowsky.  In addition to these committed individuals, we anticipate support from Northeastern's SWE chapter, and other universities and local area groups such as the Association for Women in Computing.  In our advertisement, we will also seek the participation of women in industry such as Senior Staff Engineer Susan Landau of Sun Microsystems.  To ensure that women from throughout the Boston area are aware of our event, we will continue to utilize the network of contacts maintained by faculty members and encourage these contacts to promote the event at their schools.  

Scheduling.  

We would prefer to serve as a host in the Spring semester, to allow enough time to adequately plan for and advertise the event.  The Fall Semester begins September 8 and ends December 8, and the Spring semester begins January 5 and ends April 13.  Our Spring Break is February 28-March 6, 2005 so we would not plan to hold the event during that week.  The college’s colloquium series typically takes place on Wednesday afternoons, though the scheduling of these events is flexible.  Our preferred dates (in decreasing order of preference) for hosting this event are the following:

· February 9

· March 19
· February 19
· February 12 

Contact people.

Our proposed faculty host is Professor Viera Proulx, a member of the College of Computer & Information Science faculty, and advisor to both our ACM student chapter and the Upsilon Pi Epsilon Honors Society at Northeastern.  In addition, I would serve as student liaison.  I am the top-ranked senior in the College of Computer & Information Science and have participated in research projects throughout my undergraduate career.  Finally, the seminar chair for our college is Professor Ravi Sundaram.  The contact information for these individuals is included here:
Viera K. Proulx, Proposed Faculty Host
Professor

College of Computer and Information Science

WVH 202

Northeastern University

Boston, MA 02115

tel: 617-373-2225

fax: 617-373-5121

email: vkp@ccs.neu.edu

Andrea Grimes, Student Liaison

Senior, B.S. in Computer Science candidate, 2005

10 Leon St. #738 

Boston, MA 02115

tel: 617-501-4038

email: agrimes@ccs.neu.edu
Ravi Sundaram, Seminar Chair

Associate Professor

College of Computer and Information Science

WVH 202

Northeastern University

Boston, MA 02115

tel: 617-373- 5876

fax: 617-373-5121

email: koods@ccs.neu.edu

As a College, we understand that the fields of science and engineering have historically been lopsided in their gender and ethnic distribution.  During the past few decades, national programs to increase retention of women in these fields have helped to boost the number of women receiving undergraduate degrees in engineering from 2% to 17%
.  The percentages of women in computer science Ph.D. programs is similar: in 1999, women received 18% of the awarded Ph.D. degrees in computer science
.  Thus, while female and minority participation has improved, it is still low and our college would like to help encourage our undergraduates to continue onto graduate education.  We feel that participating in the CRA-W Distinguished Lecture Series is an excellent way to do this.

Personal Statement.

As an undergraduate preparing to attend graduate school, I know full well how solitary a career in advanced computing can be when one is a part of the minority.  As an African-American and a female it can be difficult to imagine oneself holding a Ph.D., because there are so few female and minorities who receive advanced degrees in computing.  However, I have been fortunate to have a faculty and department that has encouraged me from early on to persevere through my undergraduate computer science curriculum, and to aspire towards graduate school.  Their belief in me has helped me to recognize my potential for continuing onto a research-oriented graduate degree program.  


I believe that it is important to make more undergraduate students aware of the possibilities that graduate school affords, to encourage them to consider advanced degrees in computing.  Many undergraduates do not know the steps necessary to be accepted into a top graduate program in computing, and the CRA-W Distinguished Lecture Series is both a timely and important program for addressing this.  In addition, having female speakers, organizers, and panelists will help show that there are women who are making significant contributions in the area of computing, and who care about advancing undergraduate women.  The recommendations that came out of the 2001 Balancing the Equation study note that the visibility of female professors acting as role models is important to encourage women to attend graduate school
.  The CRA-W Distinguished Lecture Series is directly in line with this recommendation, and a great way to introduce undergraduates not only to female professors, but also industry researchers and graduate students who can serve as sources of inspiration and encouragement.  
_____________________________________
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Viera K. Proulx, Ph.D.
College of Computer and Information Science

WVH 202

Northeastern University

Boston, MA 02115

tel: 617-373-2225

fax: 617-373-5121

email: vkp@ccs.neu.edu

Proposed Faculty Host

Andrea Grimes

Senior, B.S. in Computer Science candidate, 2005

10 Leon St. #738 

Boston, MA 02115

tel: 617-501-4038

email: agrimes@ccs.neu.edu
Proposed Student Liason

Ravi Sundaram, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

College of Computer and Information Science

WVH 202

Northeastern University

Boston, MA 02115

tel: 617-373- 5876

fax: 617-373-5121

email: koods@ccs.neu.edu

Seminar Chair
Larry Finkelstein, Ph.D.

Dean

College of Computer & Information Science

Northeastern University

Agnes Chan, Ph.D.
Professor, Associate Dean, and Director, Graduate Programs

College of Computer & Information Science

Northeastern University

Richard Rasala, Ph.D.
Professor, Associate Dean, and Director, Undergraduate Programs
College of Computer & Information Science

Northeastern University

Robert Futrelle, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

College of Computer & Information Science

Northeastern University

Tanya Cashorali

Sophomore, B.S. in Computer Science candidate, 2008

College of Computer & Information Science

Northeastern University
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